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New title! Designed to help advance students master spoken and written English as it is actually

used, this groundbreaking new dictionary provides in-depth and up-to-date coverage of basic

English vocabulary, grammar, and usage. Outstanding features include nearly 100,000 words and

phrases, more than 160,000 usage examples, more than 22,000 idioms, verbal collocations, and

commonly used phrases, and more than 1,000 original drawings--including 16 pages of full color art.

Abundant supplemental information includes 25 pages of grammar.
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The list of Advanced Learner's dictionaries is as long as my arm: Oxford, Cambridge,

Collins...---and now there's Merriam-Webster's. I guess it was about time: the market for this kind of

thing is huge. It is not surprising that M-W finally wanted its share of the pie.Well, M-W did not

re-invent the concept: If you know the layout of one, you know them all: headwords are in bold,

pronunciations are in the International Phonetic Alphabet, definitions come next, usually followed by

one or two examples (in blue) to clarify the meaning of the word in question. Usage notes and

illustrations are interspersed throughout the book. Like the Oxford Advanced Learner's, M-W

highlights approx. 3000 basic English words as the most important words a learner needs to know.

Also included in the book: 16 pages color art (again, most dictionaries have those), an English

Grammar review, often confused words, spelling rules, a handbook of style (mostly punctuation,

capitals and italics), weight and measures, e-mail and letter writing, etc.The dictionary covers both

British and American English. But the focus is definitely on the latter: in spelling and pronunciation,



American is the norm (which is fine by me: it is an American Learner's, after all!). The definitions are

written in a clear and simple language (as far as I can tell). Entries are up-to-date. Last but not least,

a free eBook download is included (but not yet available as I'm writing this).What is mssing is an

accompanying version on CD. The online edition makes up for it, though.But the nagging question

remains whether there is a compelling reason to buy it...
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